KATIE MIND THE LIGHT!

(1)

THE JANUARY W NDS ARE FI ERCE

AS THE GALE SWEEPS O ER THE BAY

THE SHORELI NE LI GHTS HAVE DI SAPPEARED
I N THE SHEETS OF FREEZI NG SPRAY

THE LI GHTHOUSE KEEPER | S DYl NG

HE' LL NOT SURVI VE THE NI GHT

HE CALLS H S WFE FOR ONE LAST WORD:
PLEASE, KATIE, M ND THE LI GHT!

(CHORUS AFTER FI RST VERSE)

PLEASE, KATIE, M ND THE LI GHT!

ON THI' S FOUL AND STORMY NI GHT

MYy TIME IS SHORT SO 1T 'S UP TO YOU
DEAR KATIE, M ND THE LI GHT!

(2)

SO NOW SHE’ S LEFT A W DOW

W TH HER TWO SMALL KI DS TO RAI SE

BUT SHE'S COVE TO LOVE THE LI GHTHOUSE
AND THE HARBOR S BUSY WAYS

SHE LEARNED THE LI GHTHOUSE KEEPER S TRADE
AT HER LOVI NG HUSBAND' S SI DE

SHE' LL PROVE HERSELF AND DO THE JOB

W TH COURAGE AND W TH PRI DE

(CHORUS AFTER VERSES 2 - 7)
PLEASE, KATIE, M ND THE LI GHT!
ON THI S AND EVERY NI GHT

SO MANY LI VES DEPEND ON YQU
SO KATIE, M ND THE LI GHT!

(3)

NOW KATI E WAS A WOVAN

VWHO STOOD LESS THAN FI VE FEET TALL
VWHO D EVER EXPECT SO BRAVE A HEART

I N ANYONE SO SMALL?

BUT EACH DAY SHE' D STEER HER ROWBOAT
WTH A WATERVAN' S TRUE SKI LL

TO BRI NG HER KI DS TO SCHOOL AND BACK
THRU THE CURRENTS OF THE KI LL*



KATIE MIND THE LIGHT!

(4)

THE SAlI LORS WHO REMEMBER

THE STORMS OF NI NETY-SI X

STILL SHAKE THEI R HEADS AS THEY RECALL
THE DEVI L’ S BAG OF TRI CKS

THE FURY OF THE TEMPESTS

VRECKI NG EVERY BOAT I N SI GHT

ONE THI NG ALONE TO SAVE THEM -

‘ TWAS KATI E WALKER' S LI GHT!

(5)

ONE HORRI D NI GHT A SCHOONER
SMASHES HEADLONG ON THE REEF

THE CAPTAI N AND HI' S GALLANT CREW
CRY DESPERATE FOR RELI EF

SOON KATIE'S | N HER ROWBOAT

COM NG FAST THRU | CE AND FOG

TO SAVE EACH STRUGGELI NG SCHOONERIVAN
AND THE CAPTAI NS SCOTTI E DOG

(6)

I TS TH RTY YEARS: KATE S TI ME HAS COVE
NOW SHE' LL SPEND HER LI FE ASHORE

| T GRI EVES HER HEART TO REALI ZE

THAT THE LI GHT IS HERS NO MORE

BUT THE KEEPER WHO SUCCEEDS HER?

VELL, SHE KNOWS HE’LL DO IT RI GHT -

I TS KATEE S OAN SON NOW TAKI NG CARE

OF KATIE WALKER' S LI GHT!

(7)

KATE S LI GHT TODAY AS I N THE PAST

GUI DES MARI NERS FROM THE SHOALS

BUT HER KEEPERS AND THEI R KI ND ARE GONE
THOSE BRAVE AND HARDY SOULS

SO DRI NK A TOAST TO KATIE

AND HER NI GHTS ON ROBBI NS REEF

TO THANK HER FOR DEVOTI ON

THAT' S ALMOST PAST BELI EF!

- BILL BLACK
MARCH 2006

* KILL = THE KILL VAN KULL, A NARROW WATERWAY THAT SEPARATES
NEW JERSEY FROM THE NORTH SHORE OF STATEN ISLAND. ROBBINS
REEF LIGHTHOUSE STANDS AT THE EASTERN ENTRANCE TO THIS
WATERWAY, ABOUT TWO MILES SOUTH OF LIBERTY ISLAND.



