IN PRAISE OF RODENTS

tune: "The Real Old Mountain Dew"
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IN PRAISE OF RODENTS

COME LEARNED FRIENDS WHO LIVE IN HOPE
AND LISTEN TO MY STORY

IT'S ABOUT THOSE NOT-QUITE-VOLUNTEERS
YOU'LL FIND IN A LABORATORY

THOUGH THEY HAVE FOUR FEET, LONG TAILS, AND SQUEAK
PLEASE DON'T THINK OF THEM AS VERMIN

THEY 'RE ESSENTIAL TO THE SEARCH FOR CURES

FUTURE MEDICINE WILL DETERMINE

[CHORUS |

IT'S A LUCKY BREAK FOR HUMANITY

MICE AND RATS ARE OUR CLOSE RELATIONS
WE NEED THEIR HELP FOR DEVELOPMENT

OF MEDICAL INNOVATIONS

ALAS, THEIR LITTLE LIVES ARE SHORT
BUT I HOPE THEY DIE CONTENTED

TO KNOW THEIR GENES ARE PUT TO WORK
AND HUMAN CURES INVENTED

[CHORUS |

NOW CHROMOSOMES AND DNA

ARE WELL BEYOND THE KNOWLEDGE

OF A "GENTLEMAN'S C" IN BIOLOGY
FROM MY FRESHMAN YEAR IN COLLEGE

BUT I GET WHAT RESEARCH IS ALL ABOUT
AND I'M FILLED WITH ADMIRATION

AT THE JOB OUR RODENT FRIENDS ALL DO
IN LABS AROUND THE NATION

[CHORUS |

NOW WHEN VIKING SHIPS TO IRELAND CAME
FOR PLUNDER AND FOR PILLAGE
THEIR NORDIC RATS CHASED ERIN'S CATS
FROM EVERY TOWN AND VILLAGE

DISEASE AND PLAGUES ON EVERY HAND

LEFT A HORRID REPUTATION

BUT THE RODENTS OF TODAY SURELY MAKE AMENDS
FOR THAT TERRIBLE DEPREDATION

[CHORUS |

HERE'S A TOAST TO YOU, BRAVE MAMMALS ALL
WHO ALLOW WITHOUT COMPLAINING

THE PROBING AND THE POKING

ALL THE TESTING AND THE TRAINING

SOON MAN AND BEAST WILL OVERCOME

EVERY DEADLY VIRAL VOODOO

KEEP THE GOOD WORK UP, FOUR-LEGGED FRIENDS -
NO ONE ELSE CAN DO WHAT YOU DO!

[CHORUS |
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