ROISIN DUBH

(The Little Black Rose)
16th C. harp tune
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http://www.capeirish.com/books/guitar/guitar_mp3/roisin.mp3
Bill Black
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“A harp tune of the Jacobite period (late 16th century) written and composed, some
have said, in praise of Hugh Roe O’'Donnell (Red Hugh O’Donnell) and in support of
the Stuart kings. The title is widely reported to have been an allegorical name for
Ireland (Flood, 1906), at least at one time in history, but whether the song was political
allegory or an ode to love, it was probably the most widespread of Gaelic Irish folk
songs in the 18th century with words collected from all four provinces of the country.”
(Fiddler’s Companion)

The version most familiar to today’s musicians is the one noted in the 1790’s by the
collector Edward Bunting from the playing of harper Daniel Black (no relation of
mine!)





