A Special Invitation to Join us Saturday nights
for a True Irish Session
C.J.’s Pub at John Carver Inn
Plymouth, MA

Slainte
Cabin fever, COVID blues, seasonal light disorder? We got ‘em all.
What’s worse, we all have lost friends to retirement, relocation, illness, and death. It’s
time to gather, make music, and celebrate the returning sun. Fiddles, flutes, whistles,
guitars, mandolins, accordions—all are welcome. We enjoy good acoustics and
seating, and some free drinks.
Our musicians are comfortable with quick marches, jigs, and reels. They are equally
happy to accompany the singing of ballads and drinking songs. While some Celtic
sessions forbid songs and even solo playing, we at CJ’s Pub (John Carver Inn) are
flexible and welcoming. The patrons really enjoy the songs, often joining in the
refrains. The feelings inherent in the music—joy, comfort, excitement, nostalgia—are
as important as technical speed and loud dynamics. Musicians new to a session
scene will feel comfortable here. In other words, we are not an open mike, nor ceili.
There is no pressure to play a perfect solo rendition to a critical gathering.
As we go around the circle, each musician is welcome to choose his or her song/tune.
The key of the piece is announced, so that we all are ready with the chord progression,
usually I, IV, and V. That musician may call for solo breaks from others, especially
breaks between verses in ballads and drinking songs. During these breaks, the others
lower their volume in consideration. Most of the time, accompanying musicians will be
playing the basic chords. We draw from a variety of Celtic traditions (think: Brian
O’Donovan’s playlist). So listeners are as likely to hear some Van Morrison, Dougie
MacLean, or The Pogues as they are to hear “Kesh Jig” or “Silver Spear”.

We find that a mixture of tunes and songs satisfies the different musical tastes of
musicians and listeners. After too many Zoom ‘events’ we all need musical company.
So, if you are looking to rejoin the world of live music, come join us. Folks may be a bit
rusty, so encouragement is the best kind of welcome to those looking to test the waters
of a session.
Please, join us . . . .

Slainte
As a true Irish sessiun, Saturday night at the old Grist Mill in Plymouth, Slainte,
conspires to create a lively, welcoming space for all Celtic musicians and faithful
followers. Started in the early 80’s, Slainte was led by Bill Bell and Kevin Weston and
has carried on nearly uninterrupted on Saturday nights at various locations in Plymouth.
With the passing of our beloved leader, Bill Bell (from COVID) last year, Kevin has taken
over leadership of this band of brothers and sisters in song to enhance and expand the
Slainte tradition.
We need you! Slainte gathers each Saturday nights 6-9 PM at . . . .

CJ’s Pub and Grille –
in The John Carver Inn –
Summer Street - Plymouth
Slainte regulars includes:
• Kevin Weston – 12-String Guitar, Vocals
• Tom Gosselin – Guitar, Vocals
• Rob Hanold – Bagpipes, mandolin and various whistles and pipes
• Helen Oram – Accordion
• Rich Kean – Percussion, Vocals
• Erin Davies – Guitar and vocals
Tom Gosselin, 617-721-4011, tom.gosselin@verizon.net

