
BOLD TENANT FARMER

(tune: "The Limerick Rake") 

ONE EVENING OF LATE INTO BANDON I STRAYED, 
DOWN BY CLONAKILTY WAS MAKING MY WAY. 
AT BALLINASCARTHY SOME TIME I DELAYED, 
AND I WET MY OLD WHISTLE WITH PORTER. 

THEN I SPIT ON MY FIST AND I RAISED UP MY STICK, 
AND DOWN THE COACH ROAD LIKE A DEER I DID TRIP 

I FEAR NEITHER BAILIFFS, POLICE, OR OLD NICK, 
AND I SANG LIKE THE LARK IN THE MORNING: 

DIDDLY-OH-DO-DIDDLY OH ... 

I SCARCELY HAD TRAVELED ONE MILE UP THE ROAD 
WHEN I HEARD A DISPUTE IN THE FARMER'S ABODE, 
THE SON OF THE LANDLORD, AN ILL-LOOKING TOAD, 

AND THE WIFE OF THE BOLD TENANT FARMER. 
SAID THE SON TO THE LADY "WHAT IS YOUR INTENT? 

I GET NOTHING BUT GRIEF WHEN I COME FOR MY RENT 
PAY ME NOW OR YOU'LL SEE HOW YOUR MONEY IS SPENT 

BY THE JUDGE IN THE COURT AT DUNGARVAN!" 

OH, HURRAH FOR THE BOLD FARMER'S WIFE - SHE REPLIED, 
"YOU'RE WORSE THAN YOUR DADDY ON THE OTHER SIDE, 

OUR NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE WILL PULL DOWN YOUR PRIDE, 
FOR IT'S ABLE TO BRAVE ANY STORM!" 

SAID THE SON "SURE YOUR HUSBAND WAS DRINKING LAST NIGHT, 
HE WAS SHOUTING AND BAWLING FOR BOLD TENANTS' RIGHTS - 

BUT OUR PLAN OF CAMPAIGN IT WILL GIVE HIM A FRIGHT 
AND OUR BAILIFFS WILL RUN TRUE TO FORM..." 

"OH, IF HE WAS DRINKING, THEN WHAT'S THAT TO YOU? 
I'D RATHER HE DRINKS IT THAN GIVES IT TO YOU! 

YOU'RE A SKINFLINT AND MISER NOT WORTH AN OLD SHOE 
AND YOUR MOSSY OLD LAND IS NO BARGAIN!" 

THEN I SHOUTED, "HOORAY!" AND SHE SHOUTED, "YOO-HOO"! 
AND ACROSS THE GREEN FIELDS LIKE OLD NICK I THEN FLEW 

CRYING "GOD HELP THE LANDLORD AND OLD IRELAND TOO 
AGUS FAGAIMID SIÚD MAR ATÁ SÉ!" 


