
The DOWNEASTER "ALEXA"
[Billy Joel]

WELL I'M [Am] ON THE DOWN [G] EASTER "AL- [Am] EXA"
AND I'M [C] CRUISING THROUGH [G] BLOCK ISLAND [F] SOUND
I HAVE [Dm] CHARTED A [C] COURSE TO THE [Dm] VINEYARD

BUT TO- [C] NIGHT I AM [G] NANTUCKET [F] BOUND

WE [F] TOOK ON [G] DIESEL 
BACK IN [C] MONTAUK YESTER- [F] DAY

AND [F] LEFT THIS [G] MORNING 
FROM THE [F] BELL IN [G] GARDINER'S [Am] BAY

[F] LIKE ALL THE [G] LOCALS HERE 
I'VE [C] HAD TO SELL MY [F] HOME

TOO PROUD TO [G] LEAVE 
I WORKED MY [Dm] FINGERS TO THE [C] BONE

SO I COULD OWN MY DOWNEASTER "ALEXA"
AND I GO WHERE THE OCEAN IS DEEP

THERE ARE GIANTS OUT THERE IN THE CANYONS
AND A GOOD CAPTAIN CAN'T FALL ASLEEP

I'VE GOT BILLS TO PAY AND CHILDREN WHO NEED CLOTHES
I KNOW THERE'S FISH OUT THERE BUT WHERE GOD ONLY KNOWS

THEY SAY THESE WATERS AREN'T WHAT THEY USED TO BE
BUT I'VE GOT PEOPLE BACK ON LAND WHO COUNT ON ME

SO IF YOU SEE MY DOWNEASTER "ALEXA"
AND IF YOU WORK WITH THE ROD AND THE REEL

TELL MY WIFE I AM TRAWLING ATLANTIS
AND I STILL HAVE MY HANDS ON THE WHEEL

NOW I DRIVE MY DOWNEASTER "ALEXA"
MORE AND MORE MILES FROM SHORE EVERY YEAR

SINCE THEY TELL ME I CAN'T SELL NO STRIPERS
AND THERE'S NO LUCK IN SWORDFISHING HERE.

I WAS A BAYMAN LIKE MY FATHER WAS BEFORE
CAN'T MAKE A LIVING AS A BAYMAN ANYMORE

THERE AIN'T MUCH FUTURE FOR A MAN WHO WORKS THE SEA
BUT THERE AIN'T NO ISLAND LEFT FOR ISLANDERS LIKE ME ...


