
The KERRY RECRUIT

ABOUT FOUR YEARS AGO I WAS DIGGING THE LAND
WITH MY BROGUES ON MY FEET AND MY SPADE IN MY HAND

SAYS I TO MYSELF "SUCH A PITY TO SEE
SUCH A FINE STRAPPING LAD FOOTING TURF ROUND TRALEE!"

WITH ME TOORA-MIN-YA, ME TOORA-MIN-YA
WITH ME TOORA-MIN, TOORA-MIN, TOORA-MIN-YA!

SO I BUTTONED MY BROGUES AND SHOOK HANDS WITH MY SPADE
AND I WENT TO THE FAIR LIKE A DASHING YOUNG BLADE

WHEN UP COMES A SERGEANT AND ASKS ME TO 'LIST
"ARRA, SERGEANT, A GRA, PUT THE BOB IN MY FIST!"

WELL, THE FIRST THING THEY GAVE ME IT WAS A RED COAT
WITH A WIDE STRAP OF LEATHER TO TIE ROUND MY THROAT

THEY GAVE ME A QUARE THING, I ASKED WHAT WAS THAT
AND THEY TOLD ME IT WAS A COCKADE FOR MY HAT

THE NEXT THING THEY GAVE ME, THEY CALLED IT A GUN
WITH POWDER AND SHOT AND A PLACE FOR MY THUMB
AND FIRST SHE SPIT FIRE AND THEN SHE SPIT SMOKE

LORD, SHE GAVE A GREAT LEP AND MY SHOULDER NEAR BROKE

THE NEXT PLACE THEY SENT ME WAS DOWN TO THE SEA
ON BOARD A BIG WAR-SHIP BOUND FOR THE CRIMEA (= KRIGH-MAY)
THREE STICKS IN THE MIDDLE ALL ROWLED ROUND WITH SHEETS

AND SHE WALKED THRO' THE WATER WITHOUT ANY FEET!

WE FOUGHT AT THE ALMA, LIKEWISE INKERMANN,
BUT THE RUSSIANS THEY WHALED US AT THE REDAN
IN SCALING THE WALLS THERE MYSELF LOST MY EYE
AND A BIG RUSSIAN BULLET RAN OFF WITH MY THIGH

IT WAS THERE I LAY BLEEDING, STRETCHED ON THE COLD GROUND
AND HEADS, LEGS AND ARMS WERE ALL SCATTERED AROUND

SAYS I, "IF MY WIFE OR MY CLEAVEENS WERE NIGH
THEY'D BURY ME DECENT AND RAISE A LOUD CRY!"

THEY BROUGHT ME THE DOCTOR, WHO SOON STAUNCHED THE BLOOD
AND HE GAVE ME AN ELEGANT LEG MADE OF WOOD

THEY GAVE ME A MEDAL AND TENPENCE A DAY
CONTENTED WITH SHEELA, I'LL LIVE ON HALF-PAY.


